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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


Mr. Jack J. Valenti % 

Special Consultant to the Fr«.slwsnt 
The White House 


SUBJECT 


Evolution of Communist Positions Concerning 
Negotiations 


LKero is the memorandum on the evolution of Communist 
J positions in negotiations on Vietnam vrhich you requested on 
Saturday." Briefly summarized, the points made are: 

Hanoi and Front 

All along 

- Talk of "basis" for settlement rather than 
specifying conditions for ncjotiaticos. 

From 22 March 

- Began insisting Front rust have "decisive 
voice" in any. settlement. 

On 8 April 

% - Four points (US vitkdrsw, stop aggrersive • 

* acts, back to Geneva accord, Front and 

Saigon to sectle by themselves) formalized 
for first time as basis for settlement. 
"Recognition" of these points v.ould rake 
possible n Dse Geneva- type conference. 
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Peiping - * 

All along 

- Has insisted only ray to negotiations is 
for US to put immediate end to aggression 
and withdraw from VIetnsa. 

Since 19 April ^ 

- Eas endorsed four points as "only correct 
and feasible -vay of solving the pi’oblera". 

Eos cow 

Until February 

- Showed some interest in trying to arrange 
negotiations on Southeast Asia problems. 

Since US bombings of Korth Vietnam 

- Has insisted these must stop before there 
can be any negotiations. 

Currently 

— Giving unqualified .support for the four 
points and doe 3 not appear to believe tine 
i 3 ripe for negotiations. 
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